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SUB J : VISIT OF VIETNAMESE PRIME MINISTER PHAM VAN DONG 

1 . MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) OFFICIALS DIRECTLY RE- 
SONSIBLE FOR PHAM VAN DONG'S VISIT ARE CHARACTERIZING IT AS 
A GOODWILL VISIT. THEY SPECULATE THAT PHAM CAME HERE AS AN 
OFF-SHOOT OF HIS VISIT TO INDI, WHICH THEY IUDGE AS HAVING 
BEEN SUBSTANTIVE AND MATERIALLY BENEFIFICIAL TO VIETNAM. 

THERE WERE NO SIGNIFICANT DISCUSSIONS IN SRI LANKA. BUT VISIT 
PROVIDED OPPORTUNITY FOR PHAM TO BECOME ACQUAINTED WITH NEW 
GOVERNMENT THAT HAS COME TO POWER SINCE HE WAS LAST HERE FOR 
THE 1976 NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT CONFERENCE. 

2. MFA OFFICIALS ALSO SEE VIETNAM AS SEEKING TO SOLIDIFY ITS 
RELATIONS WITH SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES, WITH WHICH IT HAS NO 
PROBLEMS, CONCURRENTLY WITH ITS EFFORTS TO EXTEND RELATIONS 
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WITH SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES. THEY NOTED THAT VIETNAMESE 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAS VISITED SOME ASEAN COUNTRIES AND THAT 
PHAM IN REFERRING TO ASEAN DID NOT CONDEMN IT AS A "TOOL OF 
THE AMERICANS," STRESSING INSTEAD THAT VIETNAM WANTS BILATERAL 
RELATIONS WITH ASEAN COUNTRIES. 

3. PHAM MET WITH PRESIDENT IAYEWARDENE FOR ABOUT AN HOUR, 
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MOST OF WHICH WAS TAKEN UP WITH AN EXCHANGE OF PLESANTRIES. 
PHAM DID CLARIFY THE VIETNAM-KAMPUCHEA SITUATION FOR THE 
PRESIDENT, BUT DID NOT ASK FOR ANY ASSISTANCE. MFA OFFICIALS 
DISMISS POSSIBILITY THAT PURPOSE OF VISIT WAS TO SEEK SUPPORT 
FOR VIETNAM'S SIDE OF THE DISPUTE. 

4. MFA APPEARS RELIEVED THAT VISIT CAME OFF AS SMOOTHLY AS 

IT DID. THE INNOCUOUS CULTURAL AND TRADE AGREEMENTS HAD BEEN 
AGREED TO BEFOREHAND. THE ONLY WORK WAS ON THE JOINT COMMUNI- 
QUE AND INVOLVED SETTLING SUCH NICETIES AS WHETHER TO USE SRI 
LANKAN FORMULATION OF "ALL FORMS OF IMPERIALISM" OR VIETNAM'S 
"ALL IMPERIALISM." THE VIETNAMESE WON. 

5. PHAM'S SCHEDULE WAS EXTREMELY LIGHT AND MOSTLY CEREMONIAL. 
THERE WERE NO EVENING EVENTS OR DINNERS. MFA OFFICIALS SAID 
THAT THE 72 YEAR OLD PHAM HAD BEEN INSTRUCTED BY HIS DOCTORS 
NOT TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY ACTIVITIES AFTER SEVEN P.M. 

WRIGGINS 
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